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which had preceded them among peoples of the Orient.
Even the extensive ceremonial and elaboration of the
Law introduced through the scribes could not altogether
destroy the spirit underlying their formalism. Their
literature was largely limited to an expression of the Jewish
idea of God's dealings with the world, and the devotion
that should go out to Him from the pious soul, but it pre-
sented the earliest basis in education for a broad inter-
pretation of human responsibility.
By means of their lofty conception of divine and human
relations, the Jews were held together through centuries
of persecution. They found their religion and education
a oonifort and consolation in the midst of all these trials,
and through their formulations they have exercised a
profound influence upon civilization. No other Oriental
people of their day has remained, but the Jew with his
moral discipline is with us yet. Nor must we forget that
it was Judaism that gave birth to the great religion which
was needed as an emancipation from bondage to form and
restricted vision, and which has made its resistless way to
all nations.
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER
The education of the Jews was primarily religious and moral. After
the Babylonian captivity elementary schools sprang up at the syna-
gogues for all classes of society. Both boys and girls were taught
religious observances and practical duties at home, but only the boys
attended school. The methods of teaching appealed to various types of
memory or imitation, and discipline came through chastisement or
reward. Academies were likewise established for youth, and afforded
an advanced training in theology, philosophy, and related subjects.
The methods there were also largely memoriter. Despite its formalism,
the Jewish education handed down a lofty conception of divine and
Human relations.